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ASANTE SANA

Asante Sana is an Alice Springs community choir. Established as a seasonal choir in 2006, ¥ e
it has reconvened every winter since for an annual season of rehearsals and performances. v
Asante Sana has been a regular and popular performer at the Desert Song Festival, anchoring ‘Desert Voice’ i
and featuring in A cappella in the Gorge - the popular season-ending concert staged in Ormiston Gorge, West
Mac Donnell Ranges to the delight of festival audiences. The choir has also regularly performed at Civic events,
conferences and local institutions (the Alice Springs Hospital, the Jail, the Old Timer’s annual Fete).

BASIDI KONE

Basidi Kone is a Griot from the Segou region in Mali. A gifted Balafon player, he is driven by a passion to carry

on his family’s musical heritage. He tours internationally, collaborating with musicians from varied musical
backgrounds. In Australia, he has collaborated with students from the Australia National Academy of Music (ANAM),
and with Asanti Dance Theatre -Australia’s leading Afro-contemporary dance company. A brilliant drummer, Basidi
is guaranteed to dazzle festival audiences!

CENTRAL AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL WOMEN’S CHOIR

The Central Australian Aboriginal Women’s Choir has become a musical ‘Tour dé Force’ since their historic and EVT, (e
successful concert tour of Germany in 2015. Their acclaim has recently been boosted by successful appearances
at Melbourne’s Hamer Hall, the Sydney Opera House and the Serenade International Choral Festival in Washington
DC. Presenting sacred music in two living languages of the Northern Territory and South Australia- Western Arrarnta
and Pitjantjatjara- the choir is a stunning festival drawcard!

QUETZAL GUERRERO (‘Q’ OR QVLN)

Quetzal Guerrero, the ‘Artist in Residence’ of the 2017 Desert Song Festival, returns to Desert Song Festival 2018
as Associate Musical Director for the Global Musical Collaboration series. Originally from Los Angeles, but now
resident in Sydney, Quetzal is a prodigious genre-hopping artist whose virtuosity on his trademark electric-blue
violin reflects his Mexican/Brazilian and Native American Indian roots.

In 2017 ‘Q’ captivated audiences with his skill and charm, delivering memorable performances and contributing
skills to the local musical sector. In 2018 he adds to that capacity in his new role of Associate Musical Director.

SHUBHENDRA, SASKIA AND ZUHEB

At the 2016 Desert Song Festival, these two artists with their combination of Sitar and Indian Cello, brought a new
artistic experience to Festival audiences. Ably supported by their Tabla player Zuheb Khan they collaborated with
the Confluence Quartet and the Central Australian Aboriginal Women’s Choir to present ‘The Godanya Variations’ - a
unique musical collaboration that brought together the haunting and captivating choral harmonies of the Central
Australian Aboriginal Women’s Choir with the Sitar and the Cello in a virtuoso performance. They return to Desert
Song Festival in 2018 to reprise and expand this musical collaboration together with the visiting musicians from
Africa and North America.

SUNSHINE ZERDA

Sunshine brings something entirely new to Desert Song Festival 2018: Live Vibrational Yoga in the Todd Mall! Fresh
from her exposition of this in the Pitt Street Mall, in Sydney, she brings her passion to Central Australia, delivering
positive transformation for body and mind.
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Desert Song Festival 2018 - Proudly presented by Central Australian Singing
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